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the buggy nature) were beautifully decorated, and bouquets were thrown, just as they do at Nice and Mentone, etc.; but here the beauty of the flowers gave a certain tropical character to the scene that was delightful. It was carried out with true tropical vigour, too; for, whatever may be said in regard to work, there is no place so energetic as the South Sea Islands for amusement; and what with procession, battle of flowers, sports and dancing, this entertainment lasted for twelve full hours! Then the flagship came in, and of course the Admiral had to be called upon, and the officers entertained here; and a yacht with some very pleasant people on board also arrived in the bay, and they called here; and the first circular trip from New Zealand brought quite a lot more visitors, and visits to return in consequence. After all that merely suggested you won't be surprised to hear that Lou came back from Apia yesterday fairly fagged out, but rather think, as I do, that being able to do so much when barely recovered from a severe cold speaks well for his strength. . . .
July 17.
I MUST not forget to tell you that as Faal6, who was to have been my maid, was married to a native pastor just before my return, I am now busy searching for a boy to fill her place. It seems odd, but I think may work very weU; as maixy people say that the men here are far